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Italian ACI Karting Championship

domenica 26 luglio 2026

The fourth round of the Italian championship was a great success. The Finals in Val
Vibrata went to Longhi (KZ2), Giudice (OK-N), Kolovos (OK-NJ), Wibowo (MINI Gr3),
and Burgess (MINI U10).

The Italian ACI Karting Championship once again delivered a spectacular weekend of top-
level competition at Val Vibrata, thanks to another outstanding round featuring many of the
leading names in both Italian and international karting. Drivers from 48 countries competed
alongside the sport's top teams, underlining the championship's growing prestige. The only
drawback came from the weather: conditions remained ideal through Saturday, but rain
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arrived during Sunday's final phase, affecting the closing Prefinals and the opening Finals,
creating difficult conditions and producing a few surprises.

315 drivers per event on average in the 2026 Italian Championship

With 293 drivers completing scrutineering at Val Vibrata—a new attendance record for the
Abruzzo circuit—the remarkable growth of the 2026 Italian Championship continued.
Across the first four rounds, the series has now reached a record average of 315 drivers
per event, following 353 entrants at Lonato, 282 at La Conca, 330 at Sarno, and 293 at Val
Vibrata. It marks another major success for the championship promoted by ACI Sport,
which over the past three years has streamlined the series into five categories while
successfully introducing the new OK-N and OK-N Junior classes, alongside the two youth
categories, MINI Gr.3 and MINI Under 10, as well as the premier KZ2 class.

Increased championship points

The 1.285-kilometre Val Vibrata circuit produced intense racing from the outset, beginning
with 31 qualifying heats held on Friday and Saturday. Sunday's final phase featured a total
of 10 Prefinals and five Finals, with championship points increased by 50 percent
compared to the opening three rounds. As a result, this fourth event could already prove
decisive in determining several class titles ahead of the championship finale at Viterbo on
September, 27th.

The winners of Prefinals.

OK-NJ Prefinal-A: Mattis Brageot (FRA) (AKM Motorsport — Parolin/Modena Engines/MG).
OK-NJ Prefinal-B: Josh Bergman (USA) (KR Motorsport — KR/lame/MG).

OK-N Prefinal-A: Nicolas Marchesi (ITA) (Team Driver — KR/lame/MG).

OK-N Prefinal-B: Cristian Blandino (ITA) (Zanchi Motorsport — KR/TM Kart/MG).
MINI U10 Prefinal-A: Jayden Francisco (CAN) (BabyRace — Parolin/lame/MG).
MINI U10 Prefinal-B: Leo Anthony Simone (CAN) (Parolin Motorsport — Parolin/TM
Kart/MG).

MINI Gr.3 Prefinal-A: Nahyl EI Gahoudi (MAR) (BabyRace — Parolin/lame/MG).
MINI Gr.3 Prefinal-B: Wynn Godschalk (USA) (Kidix — KR/lame/MG).

KZ2 Prefinal-A: Daniel Vasile (ROU) (Federico Racing — Maranello/TM Kart/Vega).
KZ2 Prefinal-B: Riccardo Longhi (ITA) (Birelart Racing — Birelart/TM Kart/Vega).
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KZ2 — Longhi returns to winning ways

The big story from the KZ2 Final was the long-awaited return to victory of Riccardo Longhi,
the reigning Italian champion, whose season had so far been plagued by bad luck.
Competing for Birelart Racing in a Birelart chassis and back using a TM Kart engine,
Longhi followed up his Prefinal B victory by dominating the final from start to finish, putting
himself firmly back in contention for the Italian Championship. Finishing second was
Romanian Daniel Vasile (Federico Racing — Maranello/TM Kart), who also enjoyed an
excellent race after winning Prefinal A and took the championship lead. Third place went to
his teammate Ermanno Quintieri, who once again proved particularly competitive at Val
Vibrata and also claimed victory in the KZ2 Under 18 category. Championship leader Kimi
Tani (LA Motorsport — Parolin/TM Kart) of Finland also delivered an impressive
performance. After gaining 16 positions, he finished fourth overall and second in the Under
18 classification. Alessio Piccini (Modena Kart — Parolin/TM Kart) crossed the line fifth
overall, while Thailand's Mark Zvarich (CPB Sport — Sodi/TM Kart) completed the Under 18
podium in third place. Among the other category winners, Antonio Piccioni (TK Kart —
TK/TM Kart) claimed victory in the KZ2 Master class, finishing ahead of Alessio La Martina
(CRG Racing Team — CRG/TM Kart) and Angelo Lombardo (Maranello Kart —
Maranello/TM Kart) despite a 5s time penalty. Davide Fore (NGM Motorsport — IPK/TM
Kart) was also penalized and ended fourth in the Master.

The winners of the first four rounds in KZ2:

KZ2 Lonato: 1st Samuele Leopardi (Vemmekart — EKS/TM Kart/Vega).

KZ2 La Conca: 1st Sem Knopjes (CL Racing-Team Renda — Birelart/TM Kart/Vega).

KZ2 Sarno: 1st Cristian Bertuca (Tony Kart Racing Team — Tony Kart/TM Kart/Vega).

KZ2 Val Vibrata: 1st Riccardo Longhi (Birelart Racing — Birelart/TM Kart/Vega).

KZ2 Championship standings:

1st Vasile Daniel (ROU) points 182

2nd Tani Kimi (FIN) points 164

3rd Knopjes Sem (NED) points 148

KZ2 Master:

1st Davide Fore (ITA) points 239.

2nd Angelo Lombardo (ITA) points 209.
3rd Antonio Piccioni (ITA) points 176.
KZ2 Under 18:

1st Tani Kimi (FIN) points 226.

2nd Ider Michael (ITA) points 176.
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3rd Jiang Houzai (FIN) points 139.
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OK-NJ - Kolovos masters the wet to claim the Final

The OK-N Junior final, contested in light rain, was won by loannis Kolovos (Modena Kart —
Parolin/TM Kart/MG). The Greek driver took the checkered flag ahead of Edoardo Colucci
(Pantano by DAM — Pantano/Modena Engines) and the American Josh Bergman (KR
Motorsport — KR/lame), winner of Prefinal B and the previous round at Sarno. The victory
marked Kolovos' second win of the season, having also triumphed at La Conca. The
French driver Mattis Brageot (AKM Motorsport — Parolin/Modena Engines), who had been
the fastest performer after the qualifying heats and won Prefinal A, ended only 10th in the
Final. Kolovos' teammate, the Romanian Radu Basescu-Pricop claimed fourth, and then
Equador’s Julian Rivera (Lenovo Kali-Kart — Kali-Kart/TM Kart) followed by the two
Pantano by DAM drivers, Marco Verde and Davide Di Filippo. The German Devin Titz
(Kidix — KR/lame) crossed the line in eighth, ahead of Victor Thomas Gorun (Tony Kart
Racing Team — Tony Kart/Vortex) in ninth. Championship leader Gioele Carrer (Emme
Racing — EKS/Modena Engines) completed his effort in P13 and lost the championship
lead to Colucci.

The winners of the first four races in OK-NJ:

OK-NJ Lonato: 1st Gioele Carrer (Emme Racing — EKS Kart/Modena Engines/MG).
OK-NJ La Conca: 1st loannis Kolovos (Modena Kart — Parolin/TM Kart/MG).

OK-NJ Sarno: 1st Josh Bergman (KR Motorsport — KR/lame/MG).

OK-NJ Val Vibrata: 1st loannis Kolovos (Modena Kart — Parolin/TM Kart/MG).

OK-NJ Championship standings:

1st Carrer Gioele (ITA) points 198

2nd Colucci Edoardo (ITA) points 174
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3rd Bergman Josh (USA) points 173

OK-N - Surprising victory for Giudice

Andrea Giudice (Tony Kart Racing Team — Tony Kart/Vortex/MG) emerged as the surprising
winner of the OK-N Final, taking a commanding victory by more than five seconds over
Nicolas Marchesi (Team Driver — KR/lame), who had topped the qualifying heats and won
Prefinal A. A 5s time penalty did not influence Giudice’s victory. Championship leader
Manuel Scognamiglio (Pantano by DAM — Pantano/lame) secured a valuable third-place
finish, allowing him to strengthen his lead in the Italian Championship standings. Another
leading title contender, Cristian Blandino (Zanchi Motorsport — KR/TM Kart), enjoyed a
strong weekend as well. After winning Prefinal B, he finished fourth in the final. Cristian
Biasatti (Power Competition — EKS/TM Kart) climbed through the field with an impressive
recovery drive to claim fifth place. An equally remarkable comeback came from Federico
Rossi (AKM Motorsport — Parolin/TM Kart), who gained 17 positions to finish sixth. He led
the Argentine Martin Saa (Zanchi Motorsport — KR/TM Kart), Davide Lombardo (Team
Driver — KR/lame), the Serbian Nikola Nikolic (Zanchi Motorsport — KR/TM Kart) and
Federico Albanese (Italcorse — Italcorse/TM Kart).

The winners of the first four rounds in OK-N:

OK-N Lonato: 1st Manuel Scognamiglio (Pantano by DAM — Pantano/lame/MG).

OK-N La Conca: 1st Cristian Blandino (Zanchi Motorsport — KR/TM Kart/MG).

OK-N Sarno: 1st Manuel Scognamiglio (Pantano by DAM — Pantano/lame/MG).

OK-N Val Vibrata: 1st Andrea Giudice (Tony Kart Racing Team — Tony Kart/Vortex/MG)
OK-N Championship standings:

1st Scognamiglio Manuel (ITA) points 241

2nd Blandino Cristian (ITA) points 195

3rd Rossi Federico (ITA) points 142

MINI U10 — Fourth win and championship for Burgess

The American driver Zayne Burgess (Parolin Motorsport — Parolin/TM Kart/MG) wrapped
up the MINI Gr.3 title with one round to spare, thanks to the points he earned with third
place in the Prefinal (26 points) and victory in the Final (60 points).

At Val Vibrata, the young American continued his dominant campaign by claiming his fourth
victory in as many rounds, adding to his previous wins at Lonato, Sarno, and La Conca.
Burgess' main championship rival, Sasha Miras Y Munoz (BabyRace — Parolin/lame) of
Spain, finished second in Prefinal B, which was won by the Canadian Leo Anthony Simone
(Parolin Motorsport — Parolin/TM Kart). Miras Y Munoz also took second place in the Final,
crossing the line behind Burgess after an entertaining battle that featured several position
changes. The French driver Isaac El Haouti (BabyRace) completed the podium in third.
Also finishing among the frontrunners was Johan Berger (BabyRace), son of former
Formula 1 driver Gerhard Berger, who claimed fourth place. He was followed by Spain's
Rodrigues Weyt Jens (Team Driver — KR/lame), Leo Anthony Simone (Parolin Motorsport),
Giovanni Ventorino (BabyRace), and American Zev Godschalk (Kidix — KR/lame).

The winners of the first four rounds in MINI Gr.3 U10:

MINI Gr.3 U10 Lonato: 1st Zavne Buraess (Parolin Motorsport — Parolin/TM Kart/MG).



MINI Gr.3 U10 La Conca: 1st Zayne Burgess (Parolin Motorsport — Parolin/TM Kart/MG).
MINI Gr.3 U10 Sarno: 1st Zayne Burgess (Parolin Motorsport — Parolin/TM Kart/MG).
MINI Gr.3 U10 Val Vibrata: 1st Zayne Burgess (Parolin Motorsport — Parolin/TM Kart/MG).
MINI Gr.3 U10 Championship standings:

1st Burgess Zayne (USA) points 277

2nd Miras Y Munoz Sasha (FRA) points 212

3rd Berger Johan (AUT) points 154

MINI Gr.3 — Wibowo storms to victory after spectacular comeback

The MINI Gr.3 Under 10 class also produced a surprising result. After charging through the
field from 18 positions back, the Indonesian driver Fadhl Wibowo (BabyRace —
Parolin/lame/MG) claimed a remarkable victory, aided by the strategic decision to run on
slick tyres while most of the field had opted for rain tyres. Despite a 8s time penalty,
Wibowo finished ahead of an equally impressive Ryan Di Munno (Team Driver — KR/lame),
who had traded the lead in the early stages with American Wynn Godschalk (Kidix —
KR/lame), winner of Prefinal B. Godschalk eventually finished fourth and secured the
championship lead. He closed behind Alfie Richard Mair (Tony Kart Racing Team — Tony
Kart/Vortex), who also produced an outstanding recovery drive, gaining 11 positions to
secure the final podium place. Thailand's Phawin Warakitsupachok (BabyRace) finished
fifth, ahead of Czech driver Alexandr Machac (Parolin Motorsport), Austria's Ghazi
Almekdad (Team Driver), and Dutch driver Cees Muijs (Sodikart — Sodi/TM Kart), who also
impressed with a charge through the field, making up 16 positions. Former championship
leader Zane Pace (Tony Kart Racing Team) finished 12th, while the Moroccan driver Nahyl
El Gahoudi (BabyRace), winner of Prefinal A, came home in 20th place.

The winners of the first four rounds in MINI Gr.3:

MINI Gr.3 Lonato: 1st Alfie Richard Mair (Tony Kart Racing Team — Tony Kart/Vortex/MG).
MINI Gr.3 La Conca: 1st Mauro Fabian Nario Urias (BabyRace — Parolin/lame/MG).

MINI Gr.3 Sarno: 1st Nahyl EI Gahoudi (BabyRace — Parolin/lame/MG).

MINI Gr.3 Val Vibrata: 1st Fadhl Wibowo (BabyRace — Parolin/lame/MG).

MINI Gr.3 Championship standings (Pending):

1st Godschalk Wynn (USA) points 184

2nd Mair Alfie Richard (GBR) points 180

3rd Pace Zane (MLT) points 168

Info, results: https://www.acisport.it/campionati/CIK/
Photo gallery: https://archiviofotografico.acisport.it/Campionato-ltaliano-ACI-Karting

THE CALENDAR OF THE ITALIAN ACI KARTING CHAMPIONSHIP

Categories: MINI Gr.3 U10, MINI Gr.3, OK-NJ, OK-N, KZ2, KZ2 Under 18, KZ2 Master.
24/26 April 2026: Circuito South Garda Karting - Lonato (BS)

29/31 May 2026: Circuito Internazionale La Conca - Muro Leccese (LE)

26/28 June 2026: Circuito Internazionale Napoli - Sarno (SA)

24/26 July 2026: Pista Val Vibrata - Sant’Egidio alla Vibrata (TE)



25/27 September 2026: Leopard Circuit Viterbo - Viterbo (VT)
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